
 

 

 

 

Friday, September 8, 2023  
 

Weekly Update & Analysis  

The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous week's floor 

and committee activities with the US Senate and House of Representatives, and this week's 

congressional activities that relate to law enforcement and homeland security matters. The 

weekly update also lists legislation introduced which may be of interest to the law 

enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would like to 

know more about any of the items described in the update. Additionally, please feel free to 

distribute this product as you see fit.  
 

 

Week in Recap 
This week, the Senate returned to work. The House of Representatives 

will return on September 12. Both chambers have a packed agenda for 

the fall. Congress has few working days left to fund the government 

and extend key programs by September 30th. The Hous e and Senate 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hjVlhbrdNRzpAro&b=m.IaTMzMsZUTknqDILg2fg


are very far apart when it comes to how lawmakers should fund the 

government in the short and long run, and some House republicans 

are calling for a government shutdown unless demands on spending 

cuts, defense, border, and Biden impeachment inquiries are m et. You 

can read more about  government funding developments  here. 

  

On Thursday, the Senate confirmed Anna Gomez to serve on the 

Federal Communications Commission. This ends a long stretch where 

the agency did not have a fifth seat filled that lasted since President 

Biden took office. The FCC has been stuck at a 2 -2 deadlo ck of GOP 

and Democratic commissioners. You can learn more about this 

development  here. 

  

Lastly, Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas announced the retirement of the 

Director of the Federal Law Enforcement Training Centers (FLETC) 

Thomas Walters and the appointment of Benjamine "Carry" Huffman 

as its new Director. You can read more about this  here. 

 

Check out BBM's Latest Podcast:  Hill Fall 
Preview: We're Back, Back in the DC Groove 

On this episode, BBM talks through some of the big items weɅre watching 

when Congress returns from recess next month, including:  

ɍ    FY 2024 spending bill negotiations, 

ɍ    Pubic safety provisions included in the National Defense Authorization Act, 

ɍ    Marijuana reform, 

ɍ    Efforts to tackle the opioid crisis  

  

AND MORE! 

  

Listen Here  
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BBM Blog 

 

  

BBM posts timely and regularly on topics of interest to the public safety 

community. Email a member of the BBM team today to get new 

content delivered directly to your inbox.   

  

Blog Posts of the Week  

¶ The Hill:  Senate confirms Anna Gomez to FCC, breaking deadlock  

¶ New Resource from SEARCH, The National Consortium for Justice 

Information and Statistics:  ñBipartisan Safer Communities Act (BSCA) and 

Firearms Background Checks: Implementation Issues for State Criminal 

History Repositories and Local Law Enforcement Agenciesò 

¶ Statement from Secretary Mayorkas on the Retirement of FLETC Director 

Thomas J. Walters and the Appointment of Benjamine ñCarryò Huffman as 

FLETC Director 

¶ Theyôre Back! 

¶  

 

Client in the Spotlight  
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Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (BSCA) and Firearms 

Background Checks: Implementation Issues for State Criminal 

History Repositories and Local Law Enforcement Agenciesɉ 

  

The Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (BSCA) was passed by Congress 

in May 2022 and signed into law on June 25, 2022.  Several of the 

provisions of the Act are targeted at enhancing firearm background 

screenings and making additional funds available to trib al, state, and 

local agencies to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the 

National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) to support 

the sale and transfer of firearms by Federal Firearms Licensees (FFL).   

  

SEARCH developed an informational paper to explore changes to the 

background check requirements resulting from the BSCA, including:  

  

¶ Enhanced background checks for firearms purchasers under 21 

years of age; and   

  

¶ Inspecting records to determine if prospective gun purchasers 

have a disqualifying conviction for a misdemeanor crime of 

domestic violence (MCDV), including the BSCA provision that 

expands the definition of domestic violence to include dating 

relationships . 

We encourage you to take a look at this overview, which provides 

detailed information on the roles of both law enforcement agencies 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hjVlhbrdNRzpAro&b=zumB1BQPkbyzkQK60juhkw
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and criminal history record repositories in implementing these BSCA 

provisions.  

Read More Here  

  

 

Hearings & Markups  

 

  

Hearings This Week  

¶ Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee  

o Title:  After Apprehension: Tracing DHS Responsibilities after Title 42 

o Date:  Wednesday, September 6th  

Hearings Next Week  

¶ House Homeland Security - Emergency Management and 

Technology Subcommittee  

o Title:  Evolving Threats: Security and Safety in a Post-9/11 World 
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o Date:  Tuesday, September 12  

¶ Senate Judiciary Committee - Privacy, Technology and the Law 

Subcommittee  

o Title: Oversight of A.I.: Legislating on Artificial Intelligence 

o Date:  Tuesday, September 12  

¶ Senate Judiciary Committee  

o Title:  Oversight of the Federal Bureau of Prisons 

o Date:   Wednesday, September 13  

¶ House Judiciary Committee -Subcommittee on Crime and Federal 

Government Surveillance  

o Title:  Children are Not for Sale: Examining the Threat of Exploitation 

of Children in the U.S. and Abroad 

o Date:  Wednesday, September 13  

¶ Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee  

o Title:  Governing AI Through Acquisition and Procurement 

o Date:  Thursday, September 14  

 

Legislation on the Floor  

 

  

Senate  
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¶  Anna M. Gomez to be a Member of the Federal Communications 

Commission  

o Vote: Confirmed 55-43 

House  

¶ The House is adjourned and will return in next month.  

 

New Bill Introductions  

¶ S.2732 

o Sponsor:  Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [Sen. -D-NY] 

o Summary:  This bill would prohibit the sale of any firearm 

or ammunition to any person who has been convicted of a 

violent misdemeanor.  

¶ H.R.5345 - Curbing Offenses on Policing Services Act or COPS Act 

o Sponsor:  Rep. Gonzales, Tony [R-TX-23] 

o Summary:  This bill expands charges and penalties for 

using explosive materials to assault, resist, or impede 

policing services.  

¶ H.R.5331 - Government Surveillance Transparency Act of 2023 

o Sponsor:  Rep. Lieu, Ted [D-CA-36]  

o Summary:  This bill would require that notice of criminal 

surveillance orders be eventually provided to targets, 

reform the use of nondisclosure orders to providers, and 

prohibit indefinite sealing of criminal surveillance orders.  

 

Congressional Calendar  
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Community and Client News  

 

Statement from Secretary Mayorkas on the Retirement of FLETC 

Director Thomas J. Walters and the Appointment of Benjamine 

ɈCarryɉ Huffman as FLETC Director 

  

Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro N. Mayorkas released the 

following statement this week regarding changes in leadership at the 

Federal Law Enforcement Training Centers (FLETC):  

  

ɈThe long and distinguished career of Tom Walters can be measured in 

lives saved and communities strengthened. Over the course of 44 

years, beginning with the U.S. Border Patrol and most recently as the 

Director of Federal Law Enforcement Training Centers,  Director Walters 

has been the very embodiment of public service and commitment to 

our country. FLETC, and the Department of Homeland Security as a 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hjVlhbrdNRzpAro&b=9MoG4LKHNqVDCpkX7k_ZPg
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hjVlhbrdNRzpAro&b=9MoG4LKHNqVDCpkX7k_ZPg


whole, have benefited immensely from his steady leadership and 

dedication to mission.   

I have personally benefitted from his counsel and partnership. For over 

50 years, FLETC has prepared the federal law enforcement community 

to safeguard the American people, property, and institutions, and 

under the leadership of Director Walters, its reach  and importance 

have only grown. The Department will miss him, but we are grateful for 

his more than four decades of service, and that of his family who has 

served alongside him.ɉ 

  

ɈAs Director Walter prepares to retire from service, ϥ am pleased to 

announce that Benjamine ɄCarryɅ Huffman will assume the role of FLETC 

Director effective September 24, 2023. We are fortunate to have 

someone with his extraordinary experience, skill, and  commitment take 

on this responsibility.ɉ 

  

ɈFor more than three decades, Mr. Huffman served our nation with the 

U.S. Border Patrol and U.S. Customs and Border Protection, including 

as Deputy Chief of the El Paso Sector; Chief of the Strategic Planning 

and Analysis Directorate at Border Patrol Headq uarters; the Executive 

Assistant Commissioner of Enterprise Services for CBP; and, since 

January 2022, as the Acting Chief Operating Officer for CBP.ɉ 

  

ɈPlease join me in thanking Director Walters and congratulating Mr. 

Huffman. Mr. Huffman will ensure that the FLETC trainings and 

curricula will continue to reflect the changing nature of the homeland 

security threat landscape and keep our workforce and lo cal law 

enforcement ever equipped for mission.ɉ 

  
 



 

  

Upcoming Event - 17th Annual Gang Investigators Training 

Conference  

  

  

The Mid -Atlantic Regional Gang Investigators Network  

in partnership with The United States AttorneyɅs Office for the District 

of Maryland, American Military University and MAGLOCLEN are hosting 

the 17Th Annual Gang Training Conference.  

  

The event will be held March 17 ɀ March 20 at the Maryland Live 

Casino and Hotel in Hanover Maryland.  

  

The event is restricted to sworn law enforcement officers, correction 

officers, or criminal justice professionals.  

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hjVlhbrdNRzpAro&b=9MoG4LKHNqVDCpkX7k_ZPg


  

Conference topics include  

¶ Gangs 101 

¶ Venezuelan Gangs 

¶ Border Gangs  

¶ Drill Rap 

¶ Gang Interaction between Street and DOC  

¶ Trends and Activity in all MARGIN Regions  

¶ Maryland CRIP Case Study 

¶ And More!  

Learn More Here  

  

 

  

  

Donate to the ATF S/A Carlos Valles Family Support Fund  

  

NPDF ANNOUNCES CREATION OF EMERGENCY FAMILY SUPPORT 

FUND FOR CRITICALLY INJURED ATF AGENT 

  

Executive Director Joseph Occhipinti announced the establishment of a 

National Police Defense Foundation sponsored emergency family 

support fund dedicated to satisfying the many support services 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hjVlhbrdNRzpAro&b=OVy6Uln38SQtdLyfQ85vJA
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necessary for the treatment of a heroic ATF Special Agent who was 

severely injured in the line of duty.  

  

Special Agent Carlos Valles was critically injured on August 30th, 2023, 

during an undercover operation where several violent suspects 

attempted to rob him at gun point during a drug buy operation.  ATF 

agents apprehended nine (9) suspects who attempted to  flee the scene. 

Six (6) were subsequently charged in connection to the attempted 

armed robbery of Agent Valles. All have lengthy, violent criminal 

histories.  

  

Undercover SA Valles went to a residence in the City of New Orleans for 

the purpose of purchasing Fentanyl.  After entering the apartment, 

several suspects entered the room with guns where they ordered 

Valles to lie on the ground.  Realizing that he was ab out to be executed, 

SA Valles escaped by jumping off the apartmentɅs third floor balcony. 

He fell three stories, sustaining pernicious injuries. Agent Valles was 

transported to the hospital where he underwent extensive emergency 

surgery.  

  

The Valles family is devastated by this incident. They have incurred 

significant expenses for out of state travel, lodging and associated costs 

to be with the agent and to provide the moral support he needs during 

his hospitalization and the long road towa rd recovery and physical 

rehabilitation.  

  

The NPDF is announcing the creation of S/A Valles Family Support Fund 

to provide funds to satisfy the families expenses associated with the 

AgentɅs treatment. The NPDF urges our members and anyone with an 

interest in law enforcement to make a tax -deductibl e donation for this 

worthy cause.  

  

The National Police Defense Foundation is an IRS designated 501 (c) (3) 

non -profit organization under registration number 13 -3830191 and 

therefore all donations are tax -deductible. Please support the NPDFɅs 



S/A Valless Family Support Fund below with your fully tax -deductible 

donation.  

Learn More Here  

  

 

Articles of Interest  
  

  

Thereôs a new sheriffôs law in town: You need a peace officerôs 
license to become one in Texas 
In Texas, 774 new state laws took effect last Friday. Under one of them, 

SB 1124, candidates for sheriff now need to have a peace officers 

license. Up until now, there was no law enforcement certification 

required to run.  

Read More 
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Impact of legal marijuana on driving in Maryland is tough to 
gauge, and enforcing impaired driving laws is complicated 
At the end of June, as many Marylanders eagerly anticipated buying 

recreational marijuana legally for the first time, Sgt. Thomas 

Morehouse was worried about the safety of Baltimore CountyɅs roads. 

Several factors make it hard to gauge the impact of recrea tional weed 

on driving in Maryland so far.  

Read More 
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OPINION: If You Want to Cut Down on Crime, Sweat the Small 
Stuff (Bill Bratton & Scott Glick) 

New York City has now proven twice that Broken Windows works. We 

have walked the streets when it is practiced, and more recently when it 

is not. We much prefer the safety of the former over the latter. We can 

only hope the vast majority of voters agree.  

Read More 
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Cities are embracing teen curfews, though they might not curb 
crime 
In response to growing public concern over crime, cities and counties 

throughout the United States are returning to a familiar tool: curfews 

for young people.Proponents argue curfews curb crime and protect 

youth by keeping them off the streets. But researc h suggests curfews 

are ineffective, and some juvenile justice advocates and experts warn 

of unintended consequences such as increased racial profiling, and 

strained relationships between police and teens.  

Read More 
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ATF proposes rule to close 'gun show loophole' 

A new proposed rule by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives would increase what is required to obtain a federal firearms 

license (FFL) for gun sellers across the country -- an attempt to end 

what gun control advocates term "the gun show loophole."   

Read More 
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A California city offered a $75,000 bonus to new cops. These 
departments are trying to keep up 
Just five months ago, Alameda Police Chief Nishant Joshi faced a dire 

staffing crisis. Almost one third of the 88 sworn positions in his 

department were vacant, giving him 24 jobs to fill as quickly as 

possible.But JoshiɅs city council in April gave him something exceptional 

to lure candidates to Alameda: a $75,000 enlistment bonus in addition 

to regular pay that starts at $110,000 a year.   

Read More 
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Some small towns in America are disbanding police forces, 
citing hiring woes 
America is in the midst of a police officer shortage that many in law 

enforcement blame on the twofold morale hit of 2020 Ɂ the 

coronavirus pandemic and criticism of police that boiled over with the 

murder of George Floyd by a police officer. From Minnesot a to Maine, 

Ohio to Texas, small towns unable to fill jobs are eliminating their 

police departments and turning over police work to their county sheriff, 

a neighboring town or state police.  

Read More 
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Increase in fake prescription pills fuels record drug overdose 
deaths in the US 

A flood of counterfeit prescription pills has added to record levels of 

drug overdose deaths in the US, according to a new study by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  

The CDC said the number of deaths from fake pills, principally sold as 

opioid painkillers or the tranquiliser Xanax, more than doubled across 

the US between mid -2019 and the end of 2021, and tripled in western 

states such as Alaska, Utah and New Mexico.  

Read More 
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Texas wanted armed officers at every school after Uvalde. 
Many canôt meet that standard 

A vision of armed officers at every school in Texas is crashing into the 

reality of not enough money for police as a new mandate took effect 

Friday, showing how a goal more states are embracing in response to 

AmericaɅs cycle of mass killings is proving unworkable in many 

communities.  

Read More 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

Major County Sheriffs of America Fall 

Conference  

Orlando, Florida Ɂ Sep. `18- Sep.20 ,2023  

MORE 
INFO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major Cities Chiefs Association 

Annual Meeting  

San Diego,California Ɂ Oct. `11- Oct. 14 , 2023  

MORE 
INFO 
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Association of State Criminal 

Investigative Agencies  

San Diego,California Ɂ Oct. `12- Oct. 14,2023  

MORE 
INFO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Association of Chiefs of 

Police Annual Conference and Expo  

San Diego, California ɁOct. `12- Oct. 14,2023  

MORE 
INFO 

 

 

 

  

 

 

SEARCH Membership Group Winter 

Meeting  

New Orleans, Louisiana ɁJan. `23- Jan. 25,2024  

MORE 
INFO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National District Attorneys 

Association Annual Policy 

Conference  

Washington, DC ɁJan. `29- Jan. 30,2024 
 

MORE 
INFO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Sheriff's Association Winter 

Conference  

Washington, DC ɁFeb. `3- Feb. 6, 2024  

MORE 
INFO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Narcotic Officers' 

Associations' Coalition 2024 

Conference  

Washington, DC ɁFeb. `5- Feb. 7, 2024 
 

MORE 
INFO 
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